Key Features of the Kotakigawa Jade Gorge Geosite
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@Birthplace of Jade and Mt. Myojo's Great Rock Face
Centered on the stunningly beautiful Kotakigawa Jade Gorge, the
imposing limestone face of Mt. Mydjo, and the clear, still waters of
Takanami-no-lke Pond, it's no wonder this is one of the ltoigawa
Geopark's most popular geological sites. It's a great place to enjoy
hiking, pondside camping, fishing, and more.
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¥Kotakigawa Jade Gorge Geosite is closed from mid November until late April.

Local Events

Takanami-no-lke Pond Opens
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Late April | Flshing Park Opening Festival
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Kotakigawsa Jade Garge Gaosite
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Kifiva Mushroom Festival
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Nearby Geosites (From Takanami-no-lke Pond)
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Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line & Salt Trail (North)
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@l@‘_rjo -Sato (Old Woodworkers Vlllage) 40 mln
Renge Hot Spring 90 min
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ltoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line & Sait Trail (South) Geosite
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Bokkachaya Tea House (Restaurant & Gift Shop) 45 min
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Salt Trail Museum 50 min
Amakazari Foothills Shiroike Forest Park 60 min
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Getting to Kotakigawa Jade Gorge Geosite
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Traveling by Car Traveling by Rail
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From lloigawa Nearest Station Kotaki Station
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To Mt MyGid Viewing Deck A0 min
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—041-8501 Geopark Promotion Office
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TEL.025-552-1511 FAX.025-552-7372
URL https://geo-itoigawa.com/
E-mail geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp 2020.1 BER(20,000)
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-ltoigawa UNESCO Global Geopark Field Guide

United Nations 3 Itolgawa
Educational, Scientificand - UNESCO
Cultural Organization - Global Geopark
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Birthplace of Jade and
" Mt. Myojo's Great Rock Face
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Itoigawa Geopark promotes the responsible conservation of
natural resources in accordance with local laws and traditions.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
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Mt. Mydjd (1,188.5m)
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300 million years ago, Mt. Myojo was a tropical coral reef. Today, it is an
astoundingly beautiful limestone mountain, its rugged white limestone face
a popular destination for rock climbers. The southern face looms 440 m over
the Jade Gorge below and is known for its fossils and the
juniper trees that cling to its surface.
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Climbers challenge Mt. Mydjo's rock face

I RE B =]

O/\vEll e R 1k

Kotakigawa Jade Gorge
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The Kotaklgawa Jade Gorge is a National Natural Monument of Japan. Collecting or damaging
stones, plants, animals or other material In the Kotakigawa Jade Gorge is prohibited by law,
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In the upper reaches of the Kotaki River, just beneath the craggy
southern face of Mt. My6jd, is the "Kotakigawa Jadeite Deposit," a
Nationally Designated Natural Monument of Japan. Known popularly as
the Kotakigawa Jade Gorge, it is Japan's largest jade deposit.

The many prehistoric jade artifacts discovered throughout Japan were
long thought to be foreign in origin, but the discovery of the Kotakigawa
Jade Gorge in 1938 changed this theory. After decades of survey and
research, we now know that these jade artifacts were produced here in
the Itoigawa region.
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This 540 m high pond was formed by a landslide off nearby
Mt. Akahage. Today it is a popular outdoor leisure area
featuring hiking trails, a campground, restaurant, gift shop,

and a small museum of the local history.
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Jade Gorge Fishing Park

O

Campground

m@rfm

Formar Slte of Kotaki Coalmine

L

Mt Airahaae

RO

Takanami-no-lke Pond

— ==
S - TS
Restaurant & Shop

/JENEX A gk Kotakigawa Jade Gorge
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The Jade Gorge Fishing Park is an artificial stream created to allow
visitors to enjoy mountain stream fishing in a safe and sustainable way.
without disrupting the local environment. Try your hand at catching
rainbow trout and mountain char, then clean and grill your fish at the
adjoining barbecue shelter!
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This coalmine operated intermittently from
about 1900 until 1951. It was most active in

the 1910s and late 1940s. Remains of tunnel
entrances and the washery remain today.
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A new species of snail, Euhadra. murayamai, was
discovered living only on Mt. My6jo in 1971, It is
thriving, but endangered due to its limited range.
The mountain is also home to the ‘ltoigawa

Shimpaku,” a now endangered species of juniper
popular in bonsai,

25 <5 b
:t% 3ROJ1|$EE11!’. Fossils in the Tsuchlkurazawa Stream

NENXROLBRICZHDEBOBNE FHK
SEFNDBROUY IR TTEREDTT,
CDBREDDBHFRLREBEDRREEINTS
D\ 2004 (Fp16) FECIFBARRSHROTAD
WDIEEDRBENELE,

The black limestone found in the Tsuchikurazawa
formed over 300 million years age and is rich in a

variety of fossils. In 2004, some of Japan's oldest
shark teeth fossils were found here,




