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In 2009, Itoigawa City was designated as Japan’s first Global Geopark. Global Geoparks are a
UNESCO program similar to World Heritage Sites and Biosphere Reserves. As of March 2022,
there are 9 UNESCO Global Geoparks in Japan

The word Geopark is combined of the parts "Geo” meaning our planet Earth and  “Park”
meaning an area meant to be shared and enjoyed by all people. UNESCO Globai Geoparks are
areas where globally valuable geological heritage and landscapes, inked closely with the area’s

natural and cultural heritage, are actively preserved and responsibly used and enjoyed for the
benefit of both residents and visitors, with an ultimate goal of realizing sustainable societies.
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Learn more about the Geopark
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Uncover the story of how the Japanese
¥ slands and the Fossa Magna were formed and
learn about jade and other stones and minerals
at this modern science museum.
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Located on the first floor of Itoigawa Station, this visitor center is a
great place to start your visit to the Geopark!
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Japanese Geopark
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Access to Itoigawa Geopark
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Nigam Itoigawa Station is the
s closest shinkansen station

to the Sea of Japan!
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) TS41-8! FRMLE)H—0F 1-2- 2022.03720.000
SRS *%,”ﬁ‘yz-’ \o_g?ﬁﬁg }chézgé-;ﬁsgﬁgggﬂ W:A]XE.SEE)-SEE-?S?E E-mall geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.jp

s DSl hitps://geo-itoigawa.com/ [RRIIVA/N=D | BEg

< Itoigawa Geopark
-, <

:"’":

A TIEY J:II!H' ) \°—5

Itnlsawa UNESI:O Glnbal Eenpark

AR

Oyashirazu Cliffs

[ r}
e

BEZAA—2 g 4 DTATY hF TS TI—

TAED

Geomaru




@ BEPLTRDRS

Where the Japanese Alps Begin
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Traditionally the most dangerous crossing of the
ancient Hokuriku Road, these massive cliffs formed
a border between Japan's Eastern and Western
cultures
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Climb 3,000 m from Sea to Summit
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Enjoy diverse scenery on this
unique mountain trail stretching
from the coast to 3,000 m high
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Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line
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In addition to swimming, ltoigawa's beaches are

popular among rock lovers for the many beautiful stones
that can be found along the coast.
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Cross the Border Between
East and West
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Fossa Magna Parl-

salt along this road to his rival Takeda Shingen in an act
of mercy. The road is well-preserved and dotted with
small statues and guideposts
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Sacred Island of Benzaiten
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Learn About the Fossa Magna and Geological Strata
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The Japanese islands are thought to have split in the middle as s some = . -
they separated from the Asian Continent, creating a geological “rift” IE. RBREEORNEA TS,
which has been named the “Fossa Magna™ meaning “Great Rift” in Named for the Goddess of the Sea,the area around
Latin Benten-iwa Rock has long been a center of maritime

The Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line forms the western boundary commerce. Nearby Nou Fishing Port is famous for
of the Fossa Magna, This massive fault is closely connected to Benizuwai crab, Namban shrimp and other seafood.
Itoigawa’s dynamic landscapes and geotogical diversity,

At the entrance of Itoigawa's Nechi Valley, the Fossa Magna Park
features an exposed section ot this tectonic line.

Bathe above the clouds, surrounded in the majesty of the
Japanese Alps, at tnis secluded hot spring 1,550 m above sea
level
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School Trips to Itoigawal!
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Itoigawa Geopark is a perfect destination for school trips. offering a
varlety of learmng opportunities. Contact us for more mformatlon'
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Layered Pattern of Stone
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An Underwater Volcano on Land
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This cliff in Umidani Gorge is actually a cross-section

of an underwater volcano which formed 3 million years
fossils have been found here agol
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This beautiful striped pattern formed when sand and
mud settled in layers on the seabed Whales and other

[FiAﬁ*El /71'}\—9}&:&2 3025 552- 1511
E-mail:geopark@city.itoigawa.lg.ip




